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MEXAHI3MU 3ABE3IIEYEHHSA pHYTPIHIHbOHOJIITPI‘IHOi BE3IIEKHN B YMOBAX
JAEMOKPATHU3ALII T'POMAJAHCBKOI'O CYCIHIJIBCTBA

The article emphasizes attention to the main mechanisms for ensuring internal political security
aimed at reducing and avoiding threats to fully develop a state in accordance with its purposes,
which is the part of the national interests of the country. The power of the people is realized
through the exercise of the final choice between the programs proposed to them or individual
political forces, which it authorizes to implement the activities provided for by the relevant
programs and decisions.

The importance and role of the "internal political" sphere is analyzed, which is closely linked to
ensuring the sovereignty of the people to exercise their own power using a variety of political
mechanisms through which the people declare their existence. Democratic political systems include
mechanisms to ensure that participants in the political process have access to the communications
necessary to communicate to the people the information they need to make adequate choices,
mechanisms to formalize the choice of people, ensuring that their results are binding on all other
subjects, and mechanisms to ensure the implementation of decisions approved by the people's will.
It has been found that the implementation of mechanisms of democracy contributes to the
consolidation of a democratic society, ensuring domestic political security and the ability of the
political system to respond promptly to the threat of national security. The emphasis on the need to
preserve the system of mechanisms of democracy from destruction due to abuse of power. Their
action should be aimed at preserving competition between political forces that compete for
delegated to the people of power. It is determined that in modern democratic systems, the non-
homogeneity of society finds its expression in the distribution and deconcentration of power, which
ensures the participation of the opposition in the processes of its implementation.

An important role in this process is given to democratic elections as an instrument against attempts
to usurp power, as well as a referendum to be held in the event of changes to the country's
constitution or key sections, changes in territory and more.

Y cmammi axkyenmosano ysacy Ha OCHOBHUX MeXaHiZMaX 3a0e3neueHHs GHYMPIUHbONOLIMUYHOT



be3nexu, CNPAMOBAHUX HA 3MEHULEHHs MA YHUKHEHHs 3a2po3 OJisl NOBHOYIHHO20 PO3GUMK) 0epHCaAs8U
8i0N0BIOHO 00 ii yinel, WO € YACMUHOI HAYIOHANLHUX [HmMepecié Kpainu. IlIpoananizosano
3HAYeHHs Ma POoib «BHYMPIUHLONOAIMUYHOI» chepu, AKa micHO Nnog'szana i3 3abe3neueHHIM
cygeepenimemy HaApoOy ma peanizyemuvcs yepe3 30IUCHEHHS HUM 61ACHO20 BOJICGUABIEHHS ULTAXOM
BUKOPUCMAHHA DIZHOMAHIMHUX NOLIMUYHUX MeXAHI3MI8, 00 AKUX C1i0 GIOHecmu mi 3 HUX, 5Ki
3abe3neuyroms OOCMYNHICMb KOMYHIKAYIU O/ YYACHUKIE NOIIMUYHO20 Npoyecy, 00380J10Mb
Gopmanizysamu 6ubip HaApooy, a MAaKOMC MeXAHiZMU, W0 3abe3neuyioms GMIileHHs 6 HCUMMS
pileHb, 3ameepoNCeHUX HAPOOHUM BONEBUABIEHHAM. 3’SCOBAHO, WO IMIIEMEHMAayis MeXaHizmie
HAP0O08aA00s: cnpusie Konconioayii 0eMOKPaAMUYHO20 cycninbemea, 3abe3neuentro
BHYMPIUHLONOTIMUYHOI Oe3neku ma 30amHOCmi NOMMUYHOI cCUCeMU ONepamueHo peazyeamu Ha
3a2po3u HaYioHATbHIL Oe3neyi.

Jlogeoeno, wo poszeanyxcena cucmema NONIMUYHUX [THCMUMYMIB, MeXAHI3MI8 mMa KOMYHIKAYil
30amHa 3abe3neyumu Jje2imumMayilo ma peanizayilo  61adu, 6paxosyiouu inmepecu pi3HUX
COYIANIbHUX 2PYN, A MAKONHC MOACIUBOCMI O/ 8LIbHO20 PO36UMKY 0cobucmocmi, 3axucmy ii npae
ma c60000. Akyenmosano yeacy Ha HeOOXIOHOCMI 30epedCceHHsi CcUucmemu MexaHizmie
HAPOO061a00s 6i0 PYIHYEAHHS uepe3 3I08JCUBAHHA 61adoto. Ix Oia mae 6ymu wanpaenema Ha
30epexcents KOHKYPEeHYii Midc NONIMUYHUMU CUNAMU, WO 3MA2AIOMbCs 34 0eNe208aHy HapoooM
énady. Busnauenmo, wjo 6 CyuyacHux OeMOKPAMUYHUX CUCMEMAX He2OMO2EHHICMb CYCRIIbCmea
3HAX0O0UMb C8ill 8UPA3 y pO3N0diNi ma OeKoHyeHmpayii e1aou, wo 3abe3neyye yuacms Ono3uyii' y
npoyecax ii 30iUCHeHH L.

Jloseoerno, wo HeobXiOHUM enemenmom imniemenmayii 6iONOGIOHUX MeXAHIZMI8 00 NOAIMUYHOL
cucmemu mae Oymu ix 3ameepodtCeHHs OKPeMUM HAPOOHUM B01esUssieHHAM. Baowcnuea pons y
Ybomy npoyeci 6i06e0eHa O0eMOKPAMUYHUM BUOOPAM, AK [HCMPYMEHmY, CNpIMOBAHOMY NpOmMu
cnpob y3ypnayii 61a0u, a makoxc nposedeHHs pedhepeHoymy, AKull Mae oymu 30iUcCHeHUull y pasi
BHeCeHH sl 3MIH 00 KOHCmumyyii Kpainu abo 00 Kio4o8ux ii po30inie, 3MiHu mepumopii mowjo.
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Problem statement in general form and its connection with important scientific or practical tasks.
Ukraine declared its intention to build a democratic legal and social state based on democracy, the rule of law, the
provision of personal, political, economic, social rights and freedoms of its citizens. All this requires ensuring the
effectiveness of the mechanisms of democracy, optimizing the interaction of different participants in the political
process in their application, developing new and improving the existing means of exercising the power of the people.
The successful implementation of these measures should be facilitated by relevant scientific research, the generalization
of Ukrainian and foreign experience in the formation of democratic institutions and practices, and the expansion of the
circle of people involved in active participation in political life [5].

The forms of realization of power by the people are fundamentally different from the realization of power by
other subjects of the political process. The relevant forms are determined and provided by the institutions of the political
system and the special regime of their functioning, which, in turn, is the result of the actions of both the people
themselves and the subjects on which their power is directed.

The deep transformation of the social system towards its democratization demonstrates the acquisition of a new
status in political processes by public authorities, the formation of a system of local self-government, a new party
system, and civil society institutions functioning on a democratic basis [5, c. 3].

Political security is an important component, the core of national security and characterizes a set of measures
aimed at preserving the constitutionally legitimized political system of a particular state, ensuring the creation of a state
and a constructive policy [6, p. 260].

Accordingly, internal political security in domestic science is considered as «the state of the political system,
which ensures the stable development of society, reflects the interests of all social groups, contributes to the
consolidation of the nation and allows to effectively solve the problems of economic, social and cultural development»
[1,p.23;5, p. 48].

Recent research and publications analysis, in which the solution to the given problem was defined. The
works of foreign researchers Arutyunyan Yu.V., Gadjiyeva K.S., Iliin M.V_, Kapustin B.G., Kovler A.I,, Ottovey M.,



Przeworski A., Podunavac M., Salmin A. M., Huntington S., Horos V. G., Sajé A. are important for understanding the
specifics of the functioning of the mechanisms of democracy in the political systems of countries where democracy is
not consolidated, sources of threats to domestic political security in such countries.

The constitutional and legal foundations of the functioning of political mechanisms that ensure the
neutralization of threats to internal political security were studied by such scientists as Bordeniuk V.I., Muchnik O.H.,
Nyzhnyk N. R., Pohorilko V. M., Sytnyk H. P., Todyka Yu. M., Shapoval V.M. and others.

Formulation of the purpose and objectives of the article. The purpose of this article is to study the sources
of internal political threats and determine the directions for improving the means of countering such threats.

Statement of the basic material of the study with full justification of the scientific results obtained. The
national security policy in the system of public administration is aimed to reducing and avoiding existing and possible
threats to the normal development of the state, in accordance with its goals, and is part of the national interests of the
country [3].

Despite the fact that it is the people who determine the foundations for ensuring national security, the leading
functional role in the operational response and neutralization of threats to national interests belongs to other entities,
among which state bodies occupy the first place. Therefore, determining the place of the people as a subject of ensuring
national security, it is necessary to concentrate on the sphere, which is defined as “internal political”. The constant
direction of the realization of the power of the people is to ensure national security, in particular, in the internal political
sphere. The internal political security of a democratic society is closely related to ensuring the sovereignty of the people
[5, p. 9-10].

There are definitions of political security as guaranteed protection of sovereignty, territorial integrity, political
independence and constitutional order [0 Herommic ecounen we wajizen. o 551 jdentifying and neutralizing threats to the
country's political interests. Given the tendency to humanize politics, in particular the interpretation of man as the
highest value, the approach that lays into the concept of “political security” the protection of political rights and
freedoms of citizens deserves attention [5, p. 48].

According to Ya.l. Tumkiv the policy security of state is determined by: ensuring internal security through the
activities of the legislative, executive and judicial branches, the military-defense complex, national groups, public,
religious and other organizations; implementation of foreign policy through cooperation with other states and
organizations to increase security and stability in the region and the world in accordance with national legislation and
international law [9, p. 28].

Analysis of the mentioned approaches shows that they reflect different aspects of a single complex
phenomenon, which is internal political security. The security of sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence
and the constitutional system is possible only when appropriate threats, including internal political ones, are identified
and neutralized. Neutralization of such threats is possible only if there is a certain state of the political system, the
ability of its individual links to an adequate reaction. Therefore, it is possible to carry out a certain synthesis of suitable
approaches and propose the definition of internal political security as the protection of national interests from domestic
political threats, which is ensured by the ability of the country's political system to neutralize [5, p. 48].

It should be noted that in addition to the formation of a general basis that determines the activities of subjects
to ensure internal political security, the functioning of the mechanisms of democracy ensures “the neutralization of
conflicts, the removal of political tension in society, overcoming inconsistencies between elements of the political
system, the elimination of mutual misunderstanding or enmity between political subjects, the creation of a favorable
political and psychological climate,” that is, the implementation of political means of ensuring national security [2, p.
2470muoka! UCTOYHHK CCHUIKHM He Hali/IeH. ].

Accordingly, the insufficient effectiveness of the mechanisms of democracy reduces the potential of political
means, forcing the subjects of national security to resort to alternative means of ensuring security - administrative,
forceful. Their use is associated with significant negative side effects; they do not always allow solving a certain
problem that generates threats.

Democratic rule in modern states needs an extensive system of political institutions, mechanisms and
communications that ensure the very possibility of legitimizing, delegating and exercising power in favor of society,
taking into account the interests of social groups and the population of different regions, opportunities for the free
development of the person, protection of his rights and freedoms. Maintaining the integrity and stability of the
mechanisms for the implementation of the people's power within this system is impossible without the presence and
effective functioning of special procedures in it aimed at overcoming destructive processes. Some of these procedures
are an organic part of the corresponding system because many of its constituents are polyfunctional. An obvious
example is elections, which perform not only the function of converting the will of the people into authority and serve
as a powerful channel of communication between the common part and the subjects to which power is delegated by
other leading political forces. The important role of democratic elections is also well known, as a tool against attempts
to usurp power (openly or covertly) [5, p. 49].

An effective means against the usurpation of power is the preservation of considerable competitiveness of
leading political groups, constant circulation in the information space of alternative positions. In such conditions, the
people can easily express their dissatisfaction with the forces to which they delegated power, supporting the other side
in the political conflict.

The action of political mechanisms, through which forces that have received partial support from the people
are able to effectively block the abuse of power, is aimed at maintaining effective political competition, which makes it



impossible to usurpate power [5, p. 50].

Such mechanisms require the consolidation of civil society. According to M. Fesenko, «the political process of
consolidation of civil society leads to positive changes in political power and public structures, ensures the development
of the country and society. Members of society with different ethnic, religious, different social and cultural status can be
consolidated politically, political activity can be aimed both at supporting the existing political system and its
transformation» [10, p. 39]. He argues that the consolidation of democracy can be defined as a complex and
multifaceted process of strengthening the institutions of democracy, development and consolidation of democratic
values, behavioral norms and attitudes in the minds of individuals and social groups. Consolidation of democracy is
divided into two stages: negative consolidation - restraint, reduction any serious challenges to democracy, and positive
consolidation - the introduction and consolidation of democratic values and attitudes in the minds and behavior of
masses and elites» [10, p. 39].

Yu. Polishchuk notes that the presence and development of civil society plays an important role in the process
of democratic consolidation. In Ukraine, it can promote the formation of a political nation, finds ways and mechanisms
that would eliminate problems of divided society, combine different collective identities, approve the relevant rules of
social play, seek understanding between «interest groups» and public sectors.

Therefore, the process of consolidation cannot be adjusted and built without taking into account the need for
democratization of society, development of civil society institutions, which are the basis for open and rational dialogue
in society, between society and government. The researcher argues that democratic consolidation as a complex process
of consolidating the institutions of democracy, indicates the establishment of a stable democratic political system [7].

In modern democratic systems, the inhomogeneity of society is expressed in the distribution and
deconcentration of power, which ensures the participation of the opposition in the processes of its implementation. The
corresponding principle is implemented in the system of devices for the implementation of power. This is, first of all,
the empowerment of political forces that have received partial support from the people with power sufficient to ensure
reliable control over the activities of state and self-governing bodies, as well as the ability to appeal to the people in the
event of violations or conflicts.

Specific ways to accomplish this task are different in different countries, but everywhere the parliamentary
opposition and the independent judiciary play an important role, to which all participants in political relations can turn
to bring the latter in line with the prescriptions of law[5, p. 51].

An important institution in this process is a mandatory referendum. As a rule, such a referendum is supposed to
be held in the event of amendments to the constitution of the country or its key sections, changes in territory, etc. Such
an institution as an initiative referendum can be held on an absolute majority of issues that cause public resonance.

However, due to the many requirements that the legislation of most countries imposes on reference initiatives
and their preliminary support, only fairly organized political groups that already own certain resources can use this tool.
Therefore, despite the name, a referendum on a popular initiative is rather a means of consolidating and gaining public
support for those political forces that seek to enter the political elite or political struggle between different groups in it
[5, p. 53].

The main task of democratic referendum is to resolve issues in the interests of community through free
expression of will on the basis of maximum, objectively possible awareness of its participants of all the advantages and
disadvantages of issues put to the vote. It is important not to allow the referendum to become an instrument of rivalry
between political forces, it must be used for the common good, to exclude confrontation and confrontation after vote
[8].

Civil protests are a more effective mechanism. Civil protest is a means by which ordinary citizens can exert
their influence on the political establishment and force influential political forces to listen to public opinion [4, p. 704,
763]. A certain space for the use of such mechanisms should exist within the framework of the political system.

It is important to note that when using non-violent methods and respect for the rule of law, public protests
contribute to a more complete implementation of moral requirements in political processes, reducing the weight of
latent interaction of political players in the process of making publicly significant decisions.

Considering the problems of the functioning of political mechanisms that ensure the preservation of the
democratic system, it is impossible to bypass the increasingly urgent problem of «international» supervision. Now it is
the need to interact within the framework of globalization processes that public demands aimed at greater participation
in decision-making processes, are an independent incentive for the introduction of democratic institutions.

In order to ensure domestic political security and to achieve a successful outcome, international multilateral
mechanisms must operate simultaneously with the political mechanisms implemented in the political system of the
country. No mechanism of international control can independently make the political system more effective or even
prevent the degradation of its individual elements. Because, the complex process of functioning of the political sphere is
due to more internal factors, which can be favorable for the preservation of the democratic system in the country or for
strengthening the democratic trends [5, p. 60-61].

Conclusions from this study and prospects for further research in this direction. The effective functioning
of the mechanisms of democracy contributes to ensuring internal political security, which should guarantee the ability
of the political system to quickly respond to threats to national security, as well as ensure the priority of national, rather
than own interests in the activities of other subjects ensuring national security.

The effectiveness of the system of mechanisms of democracy should be aimed at preserving competition
between political forces fighting for the power delegated by the people and preventing the people from approving



proposals that result in the destruction of their sovereignty. A necessary element of the implementation of the relevant
institutions and mechanisms into the political system should be their approval by a separate people’s will.
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